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to sign, would be Representative In the First Congress, vigorous
supporter of Hamilton, and Vice-President with Madison; or
that Randolph, also refusing, would be Attorney Genera! and
Secretary of State under Washington,
Without any of the certainty which a little prophetic knowl-
edge might have given them, the delegates signed with doubt and
concern in their minds. McHenry was so insecure that he took
pains to write down in his notes that day a short account of his
reasons for signing. Franklin, McHenry thought, had by his con-
fession of disapproval of some parts of the Constitution, "guarded
the Doctor's fame** no matter what might happen. What Franklin
had done, McHenry would do. He said he was opposed to "many
parts of the system/' yet signed it and meant to support it. He
distrusted his own judgment in opposition to <ica majority of
gentlemen whose abilities and patriotism" were "of the first cast";
and. almost quoting Franklin, *I have had already frequent
occasions to be convinced that I have not always judged right.
. . , Comparing the inconveniences and the evils which we labor
under and may experience from the present confederation, and
the little good we can expect from it—with the possible evils and
probable benefits and advantages promised us by the new system,
I am clear that I ought to give it all the support in my power.9*
Probably most of the delegates felt as McHenry did while they
came forward, in the traditional order of the states from north to
soutbj and signed their names. It was Franklin who spoke the
closing words recorded by Madison in his immortal notes.
"Whilst the last members were signing it Doctor Franklin
looking towards the President's Chair, at the back of which a
rising sun happened to be painted, observed to a few members
near him, that Painters had found it difficult to distinguish in
their art a rising from a setting sun, I have, said he, often and
often in the course of the Session, and the vicissitudes of my
hopes and fears as to its issue, looked at that behind the President
without being able to t£ll whether it was rising or setting: But
now at length 1 have the happiness to know that it is a rising
and not a setting Sun."
With the Constitution, as engrossed and signed, went the
Resolution informing Congress how the Convention thought the
Constitution ought to be ratified and the new government put
into operation; and the letter to Congress, probably drafted by

